10-1-15

Commonuaalth Department of Health
Commonwealth Centre

Cnr Spring and Latrobe Streaeta
RELBOURNE VIC 3000

Attention: RN

Attsciid is a stetement prepared by
on the building occupied by the Laborstory in the grounds of the

University of Melbourns,

Will you pleasse foruard a copy oF the Statemant to Departmant of Housxng and

Construction.g o f . o o n
discuseions

23 GCecember 1280
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STATEMENT ON BUILD OCCUPIED 8 AUSTRALIAN RADIATION
LABORATORY IN THE MELB UNIVERS NDS

In 1938, a building was erected in the Melbourns University grounds for use

by the Australisn Redistion Laboretory. This was occupled until late 1973,

when the Laboratory was transferrsd to new premises st Yallambie. B8ecause
manipulations with radicactive scurces had bsen cerried out In one section of

the building, it had been propossd to demoligh that section and subsequantly to
restore it to good order so that the building could ba occupied by the Melbourne
University., Brior to making the building ready for modification, a complats
radiation survey of the entirs building was undertaken to ensure that it was

in satiefectory condition. This survey showsd a numbar of small areas in which
radicactiva contamination had become fixed in flooring, wells stc. As such, that
contamination created no health hazard to ocuupants of and visitors to the building,

In order to overcome any spprehension by persons working in the building after it
had been complataly vacated by the Laboratory, it was conaidered desirabls that
sttempts be made to remove all the fixed contamination existing in the building.
A thorough clesn—up sxsrciss was mounted in the building snd this involved ths
partial rsmoval of floors, wall surfacing etc. Following thia action a final
radistion survey wes undertaken and this showsd any remaining contamination to be
far below levels considered clesan by internationsl standarde. Ths result of the
clean~up is that it bscame unnecessary to cerry out the propossd demolition.

All weste material srising from the clean-up hae besn removed from the building.
The building is therefors declared to be clsan, in accordance with intsrnational
standarde. Thers would bs no health hazarde that could bs sttributed to past
activities carriad out within tha building.

23 Dscember 1980





