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Introduction

General

i. This report is issued according to Article Shef Convention on Nuclear Safety (CNS, also referred
to as the ConventionAustralia ratified the CNS in December 198iBice then, Australia has
submitted National Reports to, and actively participated in, every review meetitige CNSThe
AustralianRadiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (ARPANG/nates, on behalf of the
Australian Government, theeporting on how Australia meets its obligations under the Convention.

i. Australia does not S  hugléar installatiod & defined in the Convention but has one
operating research reactpthe OpenPoolAustralian Light Water React@@PAL). Another research
reactor, the High Flux Australian Reac(bliFAR)has been permanently shut down and all fuel
elements have been moved. The decommissioning program is not fully developed and
decommissioning activities have not commendBdthreactorsare managed by the Australian
Nuclear Science and dienology Organisation (ANST&)Australian Government entitygnd are
regulatedby ARPANSABoth reactors are located at the Lucas Heights Science and Technology
Centre south of Sydney in the State of New South Wales

iii. For this report, Australia finds it useful to refer to its research reactors in describing how its
obligations undethe Treaty are metOther licensed nuclear activities at ANSTO inclthue:
collection, treatment and storage of radioactive wastes; the handling and storage of new and
irradiated nuclear fuel and nuclear materials; and the production of commercial diesnbif
radiopharmaceuticals and radioisotopes for use in medicine and research within Australia and
overseas.

National nuclear activitiegpolicy

iv. Under Australian legislation, specificéliye Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Act
1998(the Act) the CEO of ARPANBArohibitedfrom authorising the construction or operation of
nuclear power plantsTheEnvironment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 4889
legislation in nany Australiarstates andterritoriescurrently have sinilar prohibitions.

v. Asreported in the 7th CNS Review Report, the Nuclear Fuel Cycle Royal Commission (NFCRC) was
established by the South Australian (SA) Government in March 2015 to undertake an independent
and comprehensive investigation into the potdnti ¥ 2 NJ AYONBIF aAy3a {2dziK ! d
the nuclear fuel cycle. It reported to the SA Gaweenton 6 May 2016 with recommendatiofis
includingthat SA Government pursue removal of existing legislative prohibitions on nuclear power
generation to allow nuclear power to contribute to a laarbon electricity system itme future, if
required.

vi. On 15 November 2016, the SA Government released itsoRsgfio the NFCRC Report
recommendation$ Therecommendation to pursue the removal of existing legislagiv@hibitions
on nuclear power generation was not supported

1 Australia is a federation of six states and two-ggferning territories
2 Seehttps://yoursay.sa.gov.au/pages/nuclefuel-cycleroyalcommissioareport-release/
3 Seehttp://assets.yoursay.sa.gov.au/production
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https://yoursay.sa.gov.au/pages/nuclear-fuel-cycle-royal-commission-report-release/
http://assets.yoursay.sa.gov.au/production/2016/11/15/04/14/54/d66e8e3d-fadf-4c6e-a5c4-e793f60abe1e/Government%20Response%20-%20NFCRC.pdf

Waste Management Development Update

vii. InDecember 2015, ANSTO receivagi@e B(U)TN-81 dual purpose transport/storage container
from the AREVAow ORANC)a Hague facilityn Francecontaining 20 canisters of reprocessed
HIFAR spent fuel waste (GBRThe residues relate to a total of 1288ent fuel elements, equating
to approximately 25 gars of HIFAR reactor operation. The8MNalong with a Type A ISO freight
container containing six drums of CGBE waste generated during reprocessing operations, is stored
OdzNNByGfte Ay (GKS LYGSNRY 21adS {G2NB 4 !'b{c¢hC

vii. The Austt t Ay D2@SNYyYSyid O2yiGAydzSa G2 asSS{ Fy I LILN
Radioactive Waste Management Facility (NRWiMBYder to provide a single purpose built facility
to disposelow level waste and temporarily store intermediate level wadtkeselection process is
based on voluntary nomination by landholders and is being run by the Department of Industry,
Innovation and Science in accordance with gaestralian National Radioactive Waste Management
Act(2012f (the NRWM Act).

ix. As reportedat the 7" CNS review meetingn 2015 the Australian Government called on
landholders across Australia to voluntarily nominate their land to be considered as a site for a
NRWMF as provided by the NRWM Aatienty-eightapplications were received from interested
landowners. These were evaluated using a framework to assess initial technical potential against a
range of economic, environmental and other critefimJune 2017, the government announced
that three sites in $uth Australia have been accepted as potential NRWMF sites. These are the
Wallerberdina Statiomlose to Hawkerandthe Napandee and Lyndhurptopertiesclose to Kimba

X. At the time of this report, detailed phase studies are being undertaken to assei§s eacih (G S Q &
environment, cultural heritage and access to infrastructure and enabling services. The Government
has commissioned an independent engineering contratiamdertake detailed site
characterisation studies at each of the sites to gain a better Md&di | Y RAY 3 2F SI OK &
for the NRWME

xi. ARPANSgontinues to undertake a stakeholder engagemepruject for the NRWMF to explain the
regulatory process under thRRPANS Acthis includesignificant outreach activities with the
communities hat have been identified in the site selection process, to inform the public and local
2NBFYA&lLGA2ya 2y GKS NB3IdA FG2NE LINRPOSaaszx !wt!ob
of interaction with the regulator during review and assessment of aricaipn to prepare a site
for a waste facilityThis work is not required under the ARPANS Act or Regulations but is being
undertaken as it is seen to be best regulatory piacti

Statement of Commitment to the CNS

xii. Australia remains committed to tharticles and spirit of th&Convention on Nuclear Safety, despite
not having nuclear installationgas defined under Article 2 of the CNS Conventod,views
participation as an effective review and improvement process for nuclear safety.

4 Seehttps://www.legislation.gov.au

5 Seehttps://www.industry.gov.au
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Report Structure ad Scope

xiii. This report content and structure is as per the INFCIRC/572/Rev.6 and as such is designed to be a
stand-alone document. Therefore information from previous CNS Review meeting Australian
reports has beemeproduced as appropriate.
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