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Gamma Ultraviolet Infra-red

UVC

UVB

UVA UVC
200–280
Absorbed or 
scattered before it 
reaches the Earth

UVB
280–315
Causes sunburn 
and is the major 
cause of skin cancer

UVA
315–400
Causes damage leading to 
premature ageing of the skin 
and can cause skin cancer

Wavelength 
(nanometres)

Visible spectrum

Atmosphere and Earth surface 
(Ozone layer, clouds, dust and water)

Radiation type

Radiation 
from the 

sun


