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Passage of the ARPANS Bill 
creating ARPANSA

1929 1984-85

ARL conducts studies on 
former British atomic 
test sites at Maralinga 
indicating significantly higher 
contamination levels than 
previously reported

1992

Nuclear Safety Bureau 
established and operated under 
ANSTO Act – regulates HIFAR 
and Moata research reactors at 
Lucas Heights

1993

ARL commences work on 
Maralinga Rehabilitation 
Technical Advisory 
Committee (MARTAC)

1996

ARL given responsibility for 
Australian primary standard 
of absorbed dose in medical 
radiation exposures

1998

Announcement that ARL 
and NSB will be combined 

to form ARPANSA
1997

1999

ARPANS Act and Regulations come 
into force. Development of ARPANSA’s 

National Directory for Radiation 
Protection endorsed by the Australian 

Health Ministers’ Advisory Council

2000200220072008

2009

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

ARPANSA authorises the 
operation of the Maralinga 
site as a controlled facility 
under the ARPANS Act

ARPANSA licenses ANSTO 
to construct a new research 
reactor, the Open Pool Australian 
Light-Water Reactor (OPAL)

The IAEA Integrated Regulatory 
Review Service (IRRS) peer reviews 
ARPANSA’s operations

John Loy retires as CEO

ARPANSA installs an Elekta Synergy 
Platform linac

Formal handback ceremony of 
Maralinga lands to Traditional Owners, 
the Maralinga Tjarutja

Dr Carl-Magnus Larsson appointed as 
the CEO of ARPANSA

The Australian National Radiation Dose 
Register (ANRDR) established 

The Australian Clinical Dosimetry Service 
established

ARPANSA advises Government and public on 
health effects following  the Fukushima Dai-ichi 
nuclear power plant accident

ANSTO’s MOATA reactor decommissioned

IAEA IRRS follow-up mission concludes 

ARPANSA assesses that the impact on the 
health of people living in Australia from the 
Fukushima Dai‑ichi nuclear power plant 
accident is negligible 

ARPANSA CEO is appointed Chair of United 
Nations Scientific Committee  on the Effects 
of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR)

ARPANSA licensed ANSTO to operate the 
Australian Synchrotron

First diagnostic reference levels for 
computed tomography (CT) published for 
both adults and children

ARPANSA publishes Regulatory Guide: 
Licensing of Radioactive Waste Storage 
and Disposal Facilities 

ARPANSA assesses three major licence 
applications from ANSTO Facility

Launch by ARPANSA CEO of the UNSCEAR 
report on health effects from the 
Fukushima Dai‑ichi nuclear power plant 
accident in Japan

Publication of Fundamentals document

The Dose Register captures dose 
information from all uranium mines in 
Australia

Commonwealth Radium 
Laboratory established

1935

Commonwealth X-Ray and 
Radium Laboratory formed

1973

The Australian Radiation 
Laboratory (ARL) established as 
a Commonwealth laboratory 
conducting research and advising 
Government and community on 
health effects in radiation with 
additional functions.


