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Australian Radiation Protection
and Nuclear Safety Agency

Electromagnetic Energy Reference Group (EMERG)

Meeting Summary

23 October 2018

1.00pm - 5.00pm

Board Room, 99 Commercial Rd, South Yarra

Dr Rick Tinker {ARPANSA)

ARPANSA — Dr Gillian Hirth, Dr Ken Karipidis, Rohan Mate

Australian Centre for Electromagnetic Bioeffects Research/University of Wollongong
(ACEBR/UOW) - Prof Rodney Croft, Dr Sarah Loughran

Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) — Mr Cuong Nguyen

Australian Mobile Telecommunications Association (AMTA) / Mobile Carriers Forum (MCF)
— Mr Ray McKenzie

Australasian Faculty of Occupational and Environmental Medicine — Dr Graeme Edwards
castle Hill High school P&.C — (|GG

Department of Communications and the Arts (DOCA) — Ms Chaudie Wong, Ms Danielle Day
National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) — Ms Helen Tait

No Towers Near Schools — Mr lan Gray

Safe Work Australia — Ms Jackii Shepherd

Stop Smart Meters Australia — Mr Steven Weller

University of Wollongong — A/Prof David Mercer

Dr Carl-Magnus Larsson (ARPANSA), Mr Nathan Wahl (ARPANSA), Mr Colin Payne (ACMA), Dr
Gary Lum (Department of Health),

Mr James Wheaton (ARPANSA)

Invitees: Dr Geza Benke (Monash University)

Observers:  Ms Sharon Harrison (Monash University)
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2. Second Session: General Business

2.1 “For the record” Mr S. Weller

A presentation was given highlighting a member’s history of matters brought before or discussed at the
group since 2014, particularly around electromagnetic hypersensitivity (EHS). Among other issues, it quoted
a past statement from ARPANSA that the agency does not have extensive medical (clinical) expertise, made
claims that ARPANSA has misrepresented the science in its Technical Report 164, and highlighted a
community database of studies purporting to show bio-effects from RF EME. It also claimed deficiencies in
handling of public complaints, due to concerns allegedly remaining unaddressed, and a range of other
matters allegedly being ignored, then critiqued a possible ‘nocebo effect’ explanation proposed previously.

NHMRC was criticised for its research funding allocation process, as was the alleged bias of ‘industry
committed scientists” who may have conflicts of interests in ICNIRP and studies. The presentation accused
ARPANSA of underestimating the risk of ‘potential’ negative health effects of RF EME. A request was made
to ‘involve’ the Radiation Health Committee and Radiation Health and Safety Advisory Council, two
ARPANSA statutory bodies. A roadmap for the future from ARPANSA was also requested.

A group member provided a firm counter-view that being industry-resourced for research does not
necessarily mean there is an ethical challenge. It was separately noted that ICNIRP has strong guidelines for
avoiding conflicts of interest and no potential instances of conflict could be identified presently.

2.2 Unanswered Community and Scientific Concerns _

A paper was presented noting outstanding requests, including a request for the release of Australian
population data, would be completed as far as possible shortly. The second request was that the group
note Mobile Carriers Forum (MCF) position on the use of legal force by it or its members to acquire sites for
wireless infrastructure — it was noted that MCF itself cannot use legal force, and that the deployment code
is followed. It was noted that MCF expects that its members follow the provisions of any relevant law. The
third issue of a request for ARPANSA to utilise the medical {clinical) expertise in the group to review studies
on oxidative stress was discussed. Medical expertise members noted the size of the task meant this was
unlikely — it was also noted ARPANSA does not have resources to undertake a full review of such studies.

2.3 ARPANSA Public & Media Enquiries Dashboards Chair
A summary of recent public and media enquiries that ARPANSA has received was presented to the group.
24 Public Concerns S. Weller

A member raised a number of concerns regarding alleged issues with ARPANSA’s approach to risk
management including the precautionary approach, the proposed next steps on EHS, and ARPANSA’s
identified research needs. It was noted that ARPANSA’s Corporate Plan contains a high level risk register. It
was further noted that ARPANSA had recently engaged the Department of Health to discuss avenues
available for further addressing the needs of members of the public that identify with EHS syndrome. It was
further noted that ARPANSA has no plans to do a ‘whole of literature’ survey due to limited resources.

Action 3: Seek an update from the Department of Health on considerations of ways to address EHS.
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